
English Language Proficiency English Language Proficiency 
FMCSA Regulation § 391.11(b)(2) requires commercial motor vehicle drivers to “read and speak the
English language sufficiently to converse with the general public, to understand highway traffic signs
and signals in the English language, to respond to official inquiries, to and make entries on reports and
records.”

The trucking industry has been clear and consistent on this issue: it cannot support or advocate for any
policies that undermine or conflict with existing federal safety regulations. Compliance with FMCSA
requirements is essential to maintaining roadway safety, ensuring effective communication with
enforcement and emergency personnel, and upholding uniform national standards.
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The following states have seen major increases in

ELP violations since federal Enforcement:
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States such as California and Washington

significantly exacerbate concerns related to

compliance with FMCSA regulations. These states

offered CDL knowledge tests in multiple languages.

As a result, there are drivers currently operating

on the nation’s highways who obtained their CDL by

testing in a language other than English, raising

ongoing concerns about uniform safety standards

and regulatory compliance.
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Prior to ELP ENFOREMENT, 21 U.S. states offerED the

CDL written test in Spanish.

Before enforcement California administered CDL tests in

seven languages: English, Spanish, Armenian, Chinese, Hindi,

Punjabi, and Vietnamese. Before 2021, CA offered the test

in 25 languages. MANY drivers STILL carry CDL

Washington State offers CDL testing in four

languages: English, Spanish, Russian, and Serbian-

Croatian.
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