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FMCSA MODERNIZATION REFORM

Strengthening Safety, Data Integrity & Regulatory Capacity

THE CHALLENGE

FMCSA oversees millions of regulated entities with limited federal staffing, fragmented
systems, and outdated regulatory frameworks. Key structural challenges include:

e Limited investigator and analyst capacity relative to workload

* Fragmented registration and vetting processes

* Inconsistent data integrity and challenge resolution

» Reactive (not preventive) safety oversight model

* Limited real-time visibility into carrier safety performance

In comparison to FAA:

Employees 46,000 1,118
Regulated Population 1.725 Million Nearly 8 Million
Employee to Entity 1 employee per 37.5 1 employee per 7,155
ratio entities entities

2022 Fatalities 0 5,936

2026 Budget Over $27 Billion Over $1 Billion

WHY IT MATTERS

These gaps directly impact national highway safety and system effectiveness:
» Unsafe carriers may enter and remain in operation too easily
» High-risk operators are not consistently identified early
* Enforcement varies across states and systems
» Safety data credibility is weakened
» Regulatory tools lag behind industry complexity
Without modernization, oversight will continue to trail risk.

THE OPPORTUNITY
Congress has a clear opportunity to modernize FMCSA into a proactive, data-driven safety regulator focused

on prevention, accountability, and real-time risk identification.
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10 PRIORITY REFORM ASKS

Congressional Priority Reforms for FMCSA Reauthorization

1. Staff & Fund FMCSA
Set minimum staffing levels and lock in dedicated safety funding.

2. One Registration System
Replace fragmented sign-ups with a single portal, upfront vetting, and mandatory
renewal.

3. Prove Safety Before Operating
No full authority until a new carrier demonstrates verified safety readiness.

4. Continuous Fitness Ratings
Switch to a real-time "fit / unfit" model driven by live data.

5. Fix the DataQs & RDR Process
Give one federal body final say on data challenges; standardize every review.

6. Tie Grants to Results
Simplify MCSAP funding and link dollars directly to measurable safety gains.

7. Real-Time CDL Alerts

Notify employers instantly when a driver's CDL status changes; hold States accountable.

8. Verify Safety Registries

Move ELDT, ELD, and medical registries to proof-based listing with periodic renewal.

9. Modernize Drug & Alcohol Testing
Allow oral-fluid and hair testing; expand Clearinghouse coverage.

10. Better Crash Data, Faster

Standardize collection nationwide and publish continuous, public safety intelligence.
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