The Trucking industry continues to wait on employing hair testing as an alternative measure regardless of
the the FAST Act language which passed in 2015, required FMCSA/HHS to allow for hair testing as an
alternative measure.

TCA supports

permitting hair testing

as an alternative to
urine or oral fluid
testing for the
following reasons:

e Hair testing is the most

effective method of
drug testing for
preemployment
screenings.

e This method of testing

is less invasive and
harder to cheat
compared to urine
testing.

e (oncerns over racial
bias in hair testing
results have been
disproven by studies

showing any differences

are not significantly
different.

Source: The Trucking Alliance

: In a recent study (June 2026) conducted by the Trucking Alliance
and the University of Arkansas, researchers analyzed 1.22 million
: matched pre-employment drug tests collected between 2017 -
2025, comparing hair and urine testing results.

e Hair testing identified a 5.55% positivity rate, while federally
mandated urine testing identified just 0.59%.

e Asaresult, hair testing detected nine times more drug users than
the current federal urine-testing standard.

e The study found that 90% of applicants who fail a hair test pass a
urine test, allowing them to remain eligible to obtain or retain a
commercial driving job.

e These findings highlight a significant gap in the current testing
system and suggest that many habitual drug users may go
undetected under existing federal drug-testing requirements.
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: In a previous study conducted by the Trucking Alliance and the University
of Central Arkansas, 88,021 CDL drivers applying for jobs at seven major
 trucking companies completed both a urine test and a hair test. It was

: found that...

4()3 drivers tested positive with urinalysis.

1/j 4,362 drivers tested positive using hair testing.
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