INCREASE OF TRUCK WEIGHT &

Despite Congress’s longstanding bipartisan opposition to increasing federal truck weight limits, the Build
America 250 Act includes a 10-year pilot program allowing trucks weighing up to 91,000 pounds on six
axles and a 10% weight increase for five-axle autohaulers, provisions that could jeopardize highway safety,
accelerate infrastructure wear, and impose greater risks on the motoring public.

A USDOT study found that TCA firmly opposes any increase in federal weight limits
heavier trucks with six axles, : for commercial trucks, including a ten-year pilot program
specifically those weighing : yhat would allow states to increase truck weights up to

91,000 pounds and 37,000 : g1 999 pounds on federal interstates.
pounds, had higher crash :

rates in these three states: i © Tooperate at the higher weight limit, carriers would be required to
: retrofit their trailers with a sixth axle to meet federal bridge formula
requirements.
e Retrofitting a trailer with a sixth axle is estimated to cost between
$8,000 and $15,000 per trailer.
e These significant upfront costs would be absorbed by carriers,
placing a considerable financial burden on fleets of all sizes,

Higher crash rates for six- ; ; ; _
axte trucke up o 81,000 particularly sn_1a|| carriers and mdep.en.dent own(_ar operators.
pounds. i For many carriers, the cost of retrofitting an entire fleet could
outweigh any potential operational benefits, making participation in
Iduho the pilot program economically impractical.

: Heavier trucks often have a higher center of gravity, due to
: cargo stacked vertically. This raised center of gravity increases
: the risk of rollovers.
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Higher crash rates for six-

wletrucksup 097,000 | A 2016 USDOT study found that trucks weighing over 80,000
: pounds had higher overall, out-of-service (00S) rates. Trucks
Michigan : weighing over 80,000 pounds have a 18% higher brake violation
rates compared to those at or below 80,000 pounds.
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- The USDOT found that the 88,000-pound, five-axle
| | configuration would negatively affect more than 3,600 bridges
ook untosnooo ¢ with replacement costing $400 Million.
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	A USDOT study found that heavier trucks with six axles, specifically those weighing 91,000 pounds and 97,000 pounds, had higher crash rates in these three states:
	TCA firmly opposes any increase in federal weight limits for commercial trucks, including a ten-year pilot program that would allow states to increase truck weights up to 91,000 pounds on federal interstates.
	To operate at the higher weight limit, carriers would be required to retrofit their trailers with a sixth axle to meet federal bridge formula requirements.
	Retrofitting a trailer with a sixth axle is estimated to cost between $8,000 and $15,000 per trailer.
	These significant upfront costs would be absorbed by carriers, placing a considerable financial burden on fleets of all sizes, particularly small carriers and independent owner-operators.
	For many carriers, the cost of retrofitting an entire fleet could outweigh any potential operational benefits, making participation in the pilot program economically impractical.
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	Heavier trucks often have a higher center of gravity, due to cargo stacked vertically. This raised center of gravity increases the risk of rollovers.
	A 2016 USDOT study found that trucks weighing over 80,000 pounds had higher overall, out-of-service (OOS) rates. Trucks weighing over 80,000 pounds have a 18% higher brake violation rates compared to those at or below 80,000 pounds.
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	The USDOT found that the 88,000-pound, five-axle configuration would negatively affect more than 3,600 bridges with replacement costing $400 Million.



